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poorer classes. Gentlemen, you are aware of the prompt
measures which have been, already adopted by the Govern-
ment of Lord Curzon for the relief of distress in British
territory and for helping Indian Princes to relieve distress
in Native States during this time of trouble and anxiety.
And those of you who have had experiefice of relief opera-
tions in previous famines will feel confident that English-
men when they have once put their hand to the plough, will
not leave the work half done. It is with a pardonable pride
that I recall past days when I myself was employed along
with my English colleagues in famine relief operations, or
in providing against impending famines, in 1874, in 1876,
and in 1896; and judging from my past experience, and
judging from the measures adopted this year, I feel confi-
dent that no effort, no* expenditure, no means humanly
possible, will be spared by a benevolent Government to save
life and to relieve distress among the millions of our suffer-
ing countrymen. And in the face of that calamity it behoves
us all, it behoves this National Congress, to do all we can
to strengthen the hands of the Government, to offer our
help according to our capacity and power, and to place our
suggestions before the Government, not in a spirit of
criticism, but in a spirit of loyalty and cooperation, for the
relief of the present distress and for the prevention of such
distress in future.
alleged causes of famines
It is in this spirit that I suggest that the time has come
when it is desirable to take some effective measures to im-
prove the condition of the agricultural population of India.
Their poverty, their distress, their indebtedness, all this is
not their fault. Sometimes it is asserted that the poverty of
the people and the famines which we witness in India, and

